Factors influencing the communication of the diagnosis to patients who have cancer.
Medical attitudes and behaviors in communicating diagnoses to patients found to have cancer were investigated in a sample of 126 practitioners in Italy. The research aimed at analyzing the medical approach to oncology patients and how they were provided information about their cancers and relevant treatments. In particular, psychosocial factors influencing the physician's decision whether or not to inform the patient of the diagnosis were examined. The results showed a significant interaction between the working environment and the practitioner's perception of cancer, which can impinge on the decision whether to provide the patient with information.